Dunster First School- Friday News
Headteacher: Naomi Philp

26th January 2018
Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
I also have good news regarding Duncan Masters, he is now home as an out patient receiving treatment with a 30%
reduction in cancer cells. We send the family our thoughts and prayers as they continue this personal battle.
Thanks go out to all those who attended the phonics session, we hope this helps when you are supporting the children at
home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX

www.dunsterfirstschool.org.uk

Student Parliament Joke of the week: This week we have 2 jokes because we couldn’t decide between them!
What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster

Student Parliament Picture of the Week

By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.

AWARDS
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX
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Kindness Awards:
Reception: William Corbett- for great sharing and turn taking.
Year 1: Poppy Van Der Spil - for helping a friend to complete their maths
Year 2: Harley Tucker - for cheering up Amy when she is sad at lunchtime by telling her jokes.
Year 3: Will Goble - for always smiling.
Year 4: Hollie Hammerberg - because she is always offering to do jobs for me to help out!

Achievement Awards:
Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
Year 1: Arran MacMillan - for settling in so well in our school in his first week
Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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WEEKLY NOTICES:

SAFEGUARDING/ SAFETY NOTICES:
Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dunster First School
Parent / Teacher Meetings
Please complete the slip below by ticking the times at which you would be able to attend and return it to
school as soon as possible.
We would be grateful if you could be as flexible as possible
Monday February 5th
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday February 6th
4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
Year …………………………………
Signature of parent ……………………………………………………

Please return this form to your child’s teacher
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FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dunster First School
Parent / Teacher Meetings
Please complete the slip below by ticking the times at which you would be able to attend and return it to
school as soon as possible.
We would be grateful if you could be as flexible as possible
Monday February 5th
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday February 6th
4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
Year …………………………………
Signature of parent ……………………………………………………

Please return this form to your child’s teacher
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Dunster First School- Friday News
Headteacher: Naomi Philp

26th January 2018
Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
I also have good news regarding Duncan Masters, he is now home as an out patient receiving treatment with a 30%
reduction in cancer cells. We send the family our thoughts and prayers as they continue this personal battle.
Thanks go out to all those who attended the phonics session, we hope this helps when you are supporting the children at
home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX

www.dunsterfirstschool.org.uk

Student Parliament Joke of the week: This week we have 2 jokes because we couldn’t decide between them!
What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster

Student Parliament Picture of the Week

By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.

AWARDS
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX

www.dunsterfirstschool.org.uk

Kindness Awards:
Reception: William Corbett- for great sharing and turn taking.
Year 1: Poppy Van Der Spil - for helping a friend to complete their maths
Year 2: Harley Tucker - for cheering up Amy when she is sad at lunchtime by telling her jokes.
Year 3: Will Goble - for always smiling.
Year 4: Hollie Hammerberg - because she is always offering to do jobs for me to help out!

Achievement Awards:
Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
Year 1: Arran MacMillan - for settling in so well in our school in his first week
Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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WEEKLY NOTICES:

SAFEGUARDING/ SAFETY NOTICES:
Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
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It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
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after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
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have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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WEEKLY NOTICES:

SAFEGUARDING/ SAFETY NOTICES:
Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dunster First School
Parent / Teacher Meetings
Please complete the slip below by ticking the times at which you would be able to attend and return it to
school as soon as possible.
We would be grateful if you could be as flexible as possible
Monday February 5th
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday February 6th
4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
Year …………………………………
Signature of parent ……………………………………………………

Please return this form to your child’s teacher
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Dunster First School- Friday News
Headteacher: Naomi Philp

26th January 2018
Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
I also have good news regarding Duncan Masters, he is now home as an out patient receiving treatment with a 30%
reduction in cancer cells. We send the family our thoughts and prayers as they continue this personal battle.
Thanks go out to all those who attended the phonics session, we hope this helps when you are supporting the children at
home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243
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Dunster, Minehead
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Student Parliament Joke of the week: This week we have 2 jokes because we couldn’t decide between them!
What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster

Student Parliament Picture of the Week

By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.

AWARDS
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Kindness Awards:
Reception: William Corbett- for great sharing and turn taking.
Year 1: Poppy Van Der Spil - for helping a friend to complete their maths
Year 2: Harley Tucker - for cheering up Amy when she is sad at lunchtime by telling her jokes.
Year 3: Will Goble - for always smiling.
Year 4: Hollie Hammerberg - because she is always offering to do jobs for me to help out!

Achievement Awards:
Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
Year 1: Arran MacMillan - for settling in so well in our school in his first week
Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
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It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX
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Student Parliament Joke of the week: This week we have 2 jokes because we couldn’t decide between them!
What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster

Student Parliament Picture of the Week

By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.

AWARDS
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Dunster, Minehead
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Kindness Awards:
Reception: William Corbett- for great sharing and turn taking.
Year 1: Poppy Van Der Spil - for helping a friend to complete their maths
Year 2: Harley Tucker - for cheering up Amy when she is sad at lunchtime by telling her jokes.
Year 3: Will Goble - for always smiling.
Year 4: Hollie Hammerberg - because she is always offering to do jobs for me to help out!

Achievement Awards:
Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
Year 1: Arran MacMillan - for settling in so well in our school in his first week
Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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WEEKLY NOTICES:

SAFEGUARDING/ SAFETY NOTICES:
Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dunster First School
Parent / Teacher Meetings
Please complete the slip below by ticking the times at which you would be able to attend and return it to
school as soon as possible.
We would be grateful if you could be as flexible as possible
Monday February 5th
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday February 6th
4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
Year …………………………………
Signature of parent ……………………………………………………

Please return this form to your child’s teacher
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Dunster First School- Friday News
Headteacher: Naomi Philp

26th January 2018
Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
I also have good news regarding Duncan Masters, he is now home as an out patient receiving treatment with a 30%
reduction in cancer cells. We send the family our thoughts and prayers as they continue this personal battle.
Thanks go out to all those who attended the phonics session, we hope this helps when you are supporting the children at
home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX
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What do monsters say when something is very good?
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Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!
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Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
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a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
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teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.
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Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
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2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
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after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
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26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Please complete the slip below by ticking the times at which you would be able to attend and return it to
school as soon as possible.
We would be grateful if you could be as flexible as possible
Monday February 5th
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday February 6th
4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
Year …………………………………
Signature of parent ……………………………………………………

Please return this form to your child’s teacher
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Dunster First School- Friday News
Headteacher: Naomi Philp

26th January 2018
Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
I also have good news regarding Duncan Masters, he is now home as an out patient receiving treatment with a 30%
reduction in cancer cells. We send the family our thoughts and prayers as they continue this personal battle.
Thanks go out to all those who attended the phonics session, we hope this helps when you are supporting the children at
home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX
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Student Parliament Joke of the week: This week we have 2 jokes because we couldn’t decide between them!
What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster

Student Parliament Picture of the Week

By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.

AWARDS
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX

www.dunsterfirstschool.org.uk

Kindness Awards:
Reception: William Corbett- for great sharing and turn taking.
Year 1: Poppy Van Der Spil - for helping a friend to complete their maths
Year 2: Harley Tucker - for cheering up Amy when she is sad at lunchtime by telling her jokes.
Year 3: Will Goble - for always smiling.
Year 4: Hollie Hammerberg - because she is always offering to do jobs for me to help out!

Achievement Awards:
Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
Year 1: Arran MacMillan - for settling in so well in our school in his first week
Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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WEEKLY NOTICES:

SAFEGUARDING/ SAFETY NOTICES:
Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
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Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
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call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dunster First School
Parent / Teacher Meetings
Please complete the slip below by ticking the times at which you would be able to attend and return it to
school as soon as possible.
We would be grateful if you could be as flexible as possible
Monday February 5th
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday February 6th
4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
Year …………………………………
Signature of parent ……………………………………………………

Please return this form to your child’s teacher
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Dunster First School- Friday News
Headteacher: Naomi Philp

26th January 2018
Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
I also have good news regarding Duncan Masters, he is now home as an out patient receiving treatment with a 30%
reduction in cancer cells. We send the family our thoughts and prayers as they continue this personal battle.
Thanks go out to all those who attended the phonics session, we hope this helps when you are supporting the children at
home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX
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Student Parliament Joke of the week: This week we have 2 jokes because we couldn’t decide between them!
What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster

Student Parliament Picture of the Week

By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.

AWARDS
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Kindness Awards:
Reception: William Corbett- for great sharing and turn taking.
Year 1: Poppy Van Der Spil - for helping a friend to complete their maths
Year 2: Harley Tucker - for cheering up Amy when she is sad at lunchtime by telling her jokes.
Year 3: Will Goble - for always smiling.
Year 4: Hollie Hammerberg - because she is always offering to do jobs for me to help out!

Achievement Awards:
Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
Year 1: Arran MacMillan - for settling in so well in our school in his first week
Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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WEEKLY NOTICES:

SAFEGUARDING/ SAFETY NOTICES:
Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dunster First School
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school as soon as possible.
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incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,
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Head teacher
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What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster

Student Parliament Picture of the Week

By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.

AWARDS
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Kindness Awards:
Reception: William Corbett- for great sharing and turn taking.
Year 1: Poppy Van Der Spil - for helping a friend to complete their maths
Year 2: Harley Tucker - for cheering up Amy when she is sad at lunchtime by telling her jokes.
Year 3: Will Goble - for always smiling.
Year 4: Hollie Hammerberg - because she is always offering to do jobs for me to help out!

Achievement Awards:
Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
Year 1: Arran MacMillan - for settling in so well in our school in his first week
Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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WEEKLY NOTICES:

SAFEGUARDING/ SAFETY NOTICES:
Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dunster First School
Parent / Teacher Meetings
Please complete the slip below by ticking the times at which you would be able to attend and return it to
school as soon as possible.
We would be grateful if you could be as flexible as possible
Monday February 5th
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday February 6th
4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
Year …………………………………
Signature of parent ……………………………………………………

Please return this form to your child’s teacher
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Dunster First School- Friday News
Headteacher: Naomi Philp

26th January 2018
Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
I also have good news regarding Duncan Masters, he is now home as an out patient receiving treatment with a 30%
reduction in cancer cells. We send the family our thoughts and prayers as they continue this personal battle.
Thanks go out to all those who attended the phonics session, we hope this helps when you are supporting the children at
home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX
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Student Parliament Joke of the week: This week we have 2 jokes because we couldn’t decide between them!
What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster
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By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.
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Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
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Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com

Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243

dunsterfirstschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
13 St Georges Street
Dunster, Minehead
TA24 6RX

www.dunsterfirstschool.org.uk

FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
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KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
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9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
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home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
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What do monsters say when something is very good?
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Monday February 5th
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday February 6th
4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
Year …………………………………
Signature of parent ……………………………………………………

Please return this form to your child’s teacher
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Dunster First School- Friday News
Headteacher: Naomi Philp

26th January 2018
Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
I also have good news regarding Duncan Masters, he is now home as an out patient receiving treatment with a 30%
reduction in cancer cells. We send the family our thoughts and prayers as they continue this personal battle.
Thanks go out to all those who attended the phonics session, we hope this helps when you are supporting the children at
home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243
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Student Parliament Joke of the week: This week we have 2 jokes because we couldn’t decide between them!
What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster

Student Parliament Picture of the Week

By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.

AWARDS
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Kindness Awards:
Reception: William Corbett- for great sharing and turn taking.
Year 1: Poppy Van Der Spil - for helping a friend to complete their maths
Year 2: Harley Tucker - for cheering up Amy when she is sad at lunchtime by telling her jokes.
Year 3: Will Goble - for always smiling.
Year 4: Hollie Hammerberg - because she is always offering to do jobs for me to help out!

Achievement Awards:
Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
Year 1: Arran MacMillan - for settling in so well in our school in his first week
Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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WEEKLY NOTICES:

SAFEGUARDING/ SAFETY NOTICES:
Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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FODS notices:
Bingo is on the 16th March: Helpers are required this year so please let FODs know if you are able to support us by
undertaking a role on the night. Please donate your unwanted left over Christmas gifts for prize hampers – the non
uniform day for this will be the Monday 5th March. We also need Hamper helpers on the afternoon of the 12th March.
Book week helpers are also required for the morning and after school manning of the book fair. Book week is the 26th
Feb – 2nd March. Please email FODs or contact the school if you can help.

KEY DATES FOR SPRING TERM – MORE INFORMATION ABOUT EVENTS WILL FOLLOW
29th January – Rev. Caroline Assembly
30th January at 7.00 pm – Pinkery meeting for Y4 parents
5th and 6th February – Parents evenings
8th February – Winter Sports Day
9th February – School closed for INSET
10th February – Half Term holiday
19th February - Chinese New Year Celebration
26th February - World Book Week Celebrations start with Steve Manning Workshop
2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dunster First School
Parent / Teacher Meetings
Please complete the slip below by ticking the times at which you would be able to attend and return it to
school as soon as possible.
We would be grateful if you could be as flexible as possible
Monday February 5th
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm
7.00pm to 8.00pm
Tuesday February 6th
4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
Year …………………………………
Signature of parent ……………………………………………………

Please return this form to your child’s teacher
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Dunster First School- Friday News
Headteacher: Naomi Philp

26th January 2018
Dear parents and carers,
Thank you to all of you who have donated towards the Kawasaki Awareness Fund today. I am afraid in our newsletters we
became somewhat distracted with other matters and may have negelcted to publicise this as much as we should have done
and for that I apologise. It was on our calendar so thank you to those who did recall. The main aim really was to raise
awareness, one of you made me aware and asked if we would undertake this activity. In each book bag should be a leaflet
that helps describe the symptoms for you to be mindful of.
I also have good news regarding Duncan Masters, he is now home as an out patient receiving treatment with a 30%
reduction in cancer cells. We send the family our thoughts and prayers as they continue this personal battle.
Thanks go out to all those who attended the phonics session, we hope this helps when you are supporting the children at
home with their reading. The teaching of reading is quite different from how many of us learnt and so this session is often
incredibly helpful. If you require any further information please drop in and see your class teacher.
The FODs meeting, although lots more apologies than before Christmas, was a good fun and highly productive meeting yet
again. There are some notices in this week’s newlsetter and many more to follow. Thanks to Matt for excellent chairing and
Ellen for keeping us on track.
The Pinkery meeting is next Tuesday at 7pm, Mr James has done a stirling job again this year in orgnaising the event and
has lots of important key messages to share. We look forward to seeing all the year 4 parents there.
Our first school pets arrived this week, two guinea pig ladies are now living in Reception class, Snuffles and Fluffy are
settling in very well indeed. I think they are glad to be out of my house away from my two young zoo keepers in training!
It is with heavy hearts that we say a fond farewell to Mrs Leworthy today. After ten years of dedicated service to Dunster
First School, Anne has decided to take some time for herself and pursue some other dreams. Anne has been a star, looking
after me in my first term, meaning I have very quickly developed an intense fondness for this great character. Anne is going
to be missed dearly by us all and we hope that this won’t be the last time we see her around the place. Please join me in
wishing Anne the very best of luck for her bright future. Anne, you have given us a piece of your heart and the door to
Dunster First School is always open.
Finally, the football gala tonight is set to be another excellent event, despite my dubious referreeing! Thanks to everyone
who is coming along to support and to the Tithe barn for opening their car park.
With my very best wishes,

Mrs Naomi Philp
Head teacher
Tel: 01643 821254

Fax: 01643 821243
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Dunster, Minehead
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Student Parliament Joke of the week: This week we have 2 jokes because we couldn’t decide between them!
What did the mother buffalo say to her son before he went to school?
Bi-son!!
By Rose Worley
What do monsters say when something is very good?
It’s spec-dracula!!
By Kate Lancaster

Student Parliament Picture of the Week

By Helaina Sherrin

Request from Student Parliament: please can you encourage your children to send us jokes and do us pictures
showing happiness for this newsletter, and or put suggestions in our box outside of year 4 - thank you.

AWARDS
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Kindness Awards:
Reception: William Corbett- for great sharing and turn taking.
Year 1: Poppy Van Der Spil - for helping a friend to complete their maths
Year 2: Harley Tucker - for cheering up Amy when she is sad at lunchtime by telling her jokes.
Year 3: Will Goble - for always smiling.
Year 4: Hollie Hammerberg - because she is always offering to do jobs for me to help out!

Achievement Awards:
Reception: Finley Westrip- for using all he knows about phonics to write a great letter to Little Lumpty's Mum.
Year 1: Arran MacMillan - for settling in so well in our school in his first week
Year 2: Oliver Lawley - for doing amazing maths and mastering the column method!
Year 3: Charlotte McClafferty - for her beautifully written newspaper report about the Christmas performance.
Year 4: Matthew Sherrin - for some excellent writing and neat handwriting this week. Keep it up now!

Good News:
Congratulations to Lottie Higgins for her 400 metres swimming badge - amazing achievement!
Well done to Dorothy Lammiman for her amazing Kandinsky inspired art work- beautiful work!

Star of the Week: This person has really been trying hard. Every time I have asked them to do something I have seen that
they have really tried their absolute best. For example, I asked people to be quieter at lunch so the pupils who find the noise
a bit difficult felt happier, this person came in whispering. This person has been trying hard with their learning in class, they
have been really supportive of the whole class activities. They have also been gentle and kind. A good friend who is role
modelling for others how to behave. A huge well done to this star of the week!
This person is: Tyler Radford
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WEEKLY NOTICES:

SAFEGUARDING/ SAFETY NOTICES:
Absence: A reminder of our attendance and safeguarding procedures: Please note that we require parents/carers
to let the school know if their child is unable to attend school, by telephoning/emailing/contacting the school during the
morning of absence by 9:30am. It is our safeguarding duty of care to ensure that our pupils are safe and well. If we
are not alerted, or able to contact a parent/carer when a pupil is absent, then we do have a responsibility to undertake
a safe and well visit to the home. For instance, an absence from school, with no contact from a parent or carer, can be
the first indicator there is something seriously wrong. In my previous posts when undertaking an emergency safe and
well home check we have discovered that a parent has become seriously unwell, hence the inability to call or to take a
call, and this rapid response from the safeguarding team has enabled us to contact the emergency services resulting in
a timely intervention of aid and the safeguarding of the children and family.

OTHER NOTICES:
Kitchen cover staffing: In light of our recent staffing pressures in the kicthen we are looking for bank/cover staff for
kitchen chef and sous chef. People with food hygiene certification and/ or people prepared to undertake certification
we would be very keen to hear from. Please contact us if you think you would be able to offer support as ‘bank/cover’
kitchen staff.
Parent and Teacher Meetings
Meetings for parents and carers with teachers will take place on the following dates:
Monday 5th February 5.00 pm – 8.00 pm
Tuesday 6th February 4.00 pm – 7.00 pm
We would hope that all of the parents and carers with children at our school would want to attend these meetings. In
order to help us with our appointment planning, could you please complete the accompanying reply slip and return it to
your child’s teacher as soon as possible. When all of the slips have been received they will be returned to you with the
approximate time of your appointment - wherever possible, we will do our best to accommodate those parents and
carers with children in different classes. We are aiming to give parents and carers about ten minutes with their child’s
teacher. By giving you plenty of notice for these meetings we hope that you will be able to make childcare
arrangements for your children and that they will not accompany you on these evenings.

Guitar and Ukulele Lessons
Starting next half term, Mickie Ritchie will be running a ukulele and a guitar club.
Ukulele Club will start at 3.30pm each Thursday and will last 20 minutes. The cost will be £3 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 1 and Year2. Ukuleles can be provided if children don’t have their own.
Guitar Club will start at 4.00pm each Thursday and will last 30 minutes. The cost will be £4 per week per pupil and is
suitable for children in Year 3 and Year 4. It would help if children could bring their own instrument.
Mickie is also available for individual guitar or ukulele lessons on Thursday afternoons at a cost of £30 per hour.
If you are interested in your child taking part in either of these clubs, please contact Mickie on 0796 3087124 or email
mickie_ritchie@hotmail.com
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8th February – Winter Sports Day
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2nd March – Dress up as a book character day (this is the Friday of Book Week)
12th March (pm) - FODS Prize hampers afternoon – can you help?
16th March – FODs Bingo – can you help with preparations or on the night?
Week beginning 19th March – Easter bonnets and Easter activities
24th March – Easter holiday
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Dunster First School
Parent / Teacher Meetings
Please complete the slip below by ticking the times at which you would be able to attend and return it to
school as soon as possible.
We would be grateful if you could be as flexible as possible
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4.00pm to 5.00pm
5.00pm to 6.00pm
6.00pm to 7.00pm

Name of child ………………………………………………………………
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